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call in Japan, and, if possible, ascertain the sentiments of the
Government with regard to the desirability of commeicial
relations with the United States. He was particularly
cautioned not " to excite a hostile feeling or a distrust of the
United States." He did not get to Japan until 1848, but
his advances were repulsed, and he returned without having
made any progress with the object he had in view.

The development of events in America and China, how-
ever, caused great interest to be excited in the subject of
intercourse with Japan, The discovery of gold in California
gave a great impetus to the trade and industry of the Pacific
coast, and the establishment of treaty relations with China
opened the prospect of greatly developed commercial rela-
tions, while the introduction of steam navigation supplied the
means of making these possible. All these causes made it
desirable that the United States should be able to use the
Japanese harbours and obtain Japanese coal. Moreover, it
was felt that if success attended them in a task in which
Europeans had failed, it would redound to the glory of the
American Republic. Considerable delay occurred in carry-
ing out the arrangements which were made ; but at the end
of November 1852 Commodore Perry sailed for Japan by
the way of Cape of Good Hope in command of the steam
frigate Mississippi and several other vessels. The President's
letter 'contained the following declaration: " I have no other
object in sending him (Commodore Perry) to Japan but to
propose to your Imperial Majesty that the United States
and Japan should live in friendship and commercial inter-
course with each other." Perry was instructed to effect a
permanent arrangement as to the treatment of shipwrecks;
to obtain permission for American vessels ,to procure supplies
and provisions; and to secure, if possible, the establishment
of a coal depot, and the privilege of trading at one or more
ports.

The Government of the Shogun had been warned
through the Dutch factory at Nagasaki of the coming of
the American expedition, but so little attention was paid to